
The Western Australian Times (Perth, WA : 1879-1954), Friday 27 August 1875, page 2

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2974728

THE LABOR QUESTION AND TIMBER

COMPANIES.

To the Editor of the W. A. Timxs.

Sir,-With reference to the deputation-com-
prised of Messrs. Wanliss and Simpson,-sup-

ported by Messrs. Pearce and Randell, the pro-
fessed advocates of Coolie labor,-which recently

waited upon the Governor, a report of which ap-
peared in your issue of the 13th inst., I must, if

you will allow me space for that purpose, clip

some of Mr. Wanliss' remarks on that occasion

of their apparently interested coloring, that they

may come nearer the real state of affairs at Jar-

rahdale-as they are known to those who reside

in the vicinity of the works.

In the report mentioned Mr. Wanliss is stated

to have said that for the ten days following the

last pay day, the company's mill never turned,

owing to the men being on the spree. Now, it

would have materially altered this desponding

view of the case had he added that that parti-

cularpoy day was the only one for sixteen weeks ;

and that the men's absence for six (not ten) days

was both optional and privileged, instead of

being, as the report would lead one to infer, un

athorised.
I do not pretend to enquire into the motives of

the company in procrastinating their pay days to

such a lengthened period. No doubt there are

many advantages in the wake of such a course

which it would be unbecoming in me to question

but I certainly fail to discover that a mutually con-

venient week, in four months, to the class of men

engaged in the toil exacting works at Jarrahdale,

and whose wages are so carefully husbanded by
the company, as

if anticipating the event com-

plained of, instances the scarcity of the labor

they require, or the necessity of a government
scheme of immigration from Mogul territory.

There are nineteen celestials now at the

Jarrahdale Works, and I am really surprised at

Mr. Wanliss stating that he has found any of

them, at certain work, equal to a European.

Why the bulk of them are at present, and have

been for some time back, unable to work, being
suffering from dysentry, looking pitiably miser-

able, and anything but the stalwart hands fit to

endure the hardships of a Timber Station.

I have been always under the impiesMon. and

I believe many besides me, that because of the

magnitude of the concessions made by this Go-

vernment to the Timber Companies they were

to introduce, with certain capital, the labor



necessary to the execution of their works.

That capital to a limited extent has been

introduced, I am not prejmred to deny, but,

hedged in as the advantages that were expected

to accrue from it are, the speculation to the

colonists is indeed a very barren one.

I am satisfied the colonists never anticipated

that these companies would be their oavu im-

porters and shop keepers but, such is

the fact. Every item necessary to the

main tenance of theil' establishments, excepting

fresh meat, is provided oui of the colony. Mr.

Wanliss even, whilst so loudly ¡jrotesting

against the evils occasioned by drink amongst
his men, has made up lús mind that he may as

well absorb the wages that are squandered in

this article--after which he will command the

whole of the traffic in the wages of his estab-

lishment-and' to this end I observe his

application in the public journals for a gallon

license at his station-which, in all probability
if granted, will do away with the anxiety now

pretended for the presence at the Jarrahdale

Works of any further supply of the celestial race

as (bad as they are) John Bull and Paddy, not

overlooking the sons of the Land o' calces are

more likely to render the gallon license specu-
lation more profitable support.

As to the responsibility of the colony finding

labor for the works ot those companies perhaps

Mr. Editor yen may have had opportunities of

a glimpse at the conditions of the grant and

eould inform us. I have, as already stated,

always understood the several companies were

to import their own labor, and if this was the

understanding they have certainly tailed in its

accomplishment and have inconsequence done

the poor farmers in this and other districts

material injury in the labor market, which

their capital, selfishly worked as it is, will

never counterbalance.

I need scarcely mention that the farmers in

this district, however much they may suffer

for scarcity of labor, will never support any

measure to introduce Coolie or Chinese labor,

j

and it is hoped the Governor will not listen to

any applications of the kind.

Apologising for the unusual length of the

I remain,

Yours &c,
A VOICE FEOM THE SERPENTINE.

August ,25th, 1875.


